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CORPORATE DISCLOSURE STATEMENT

Amici curiae are law firms and legal corporations. They have no parent corporations and

do not issue stock.
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INTEREST OF AMICI CURIAE!

This amicus brief is filed on behalf of many of this Nation’s leading law firms.?
Although we do not take this step lightly, our abiding commitment to preserving the integrity of
the American legal system leaves us no choice but to join together to oppose the March 27, 2025
Executive Order entitled “Addressing Risks from WilmerHale” (the “Executive Order”) that is at
issue in this litigation. The Executive Order (which is now subject to a temporary restraining
order) should be permanently enjoined as a violation of core First, Fifth, and Sixth Amendment
guarantees, as well as bedrock separation-of-powers principles.

But something even more fundamental is at stake. In recent weeks, the President has
issued not one but six executive orders imposing punitive sanctions on leading law firms in
undisguised retaliation for representations that the firm, or its former partners, have undertaken,
and more may be in the offing.> Those Orders pose a grave threat to our system of constitutional
governance and to the rule of law itself. The judiciary should act with resolve—now—to ensure

that this abuse of executive power ceases. Cf. Cooper v. Aaron, 358 U.S. 1 (1958).

!'In accordance with Federal Rule of Appellate Procedure 29(a)(4)(E), amici certify that (1) this
brief was authored entirely by counsel for amici curiae and not by counsel for any party, in
whole or part; (2) no party or counsel for any party contributed money to fund preparing or
submitting this brief; and (3) apart from counsel for amici curiae, no other person contributed
money to fund preparing or submitting this brief.

2 The individual amici are described in Appendix A.

3 See Addressing Risks from Perkins Coie LLP, The White House (Mar. 6, 2025) (“Perkins Coie
Order”), https://tinyurl.com/3jabz9vu; Addressing Risks from Jenner & Block, The White House
(Mar. 25, 2025) (“Jenner Order”), https://tinyurl.com/u7ts9x49; Addressing Risks from Paul
Weiss, The White House (Mar. 14, 2025) (“Paul Weiss Order”), https://tinyurl.com/5w4j69fv;
Suspension of Security Clearances and Evaluation of Government Contracts (Feb. 25, 2025),
https://tinyurl.com/3yxdrmfp; Addressing Risks from Susman Godfrey, The White House (April
9, 2025), https://tinyurl.com/278knbkz.
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ARGUMENT

1. The Executive Order at issue in this case, and the others like it, take direct aim at
several of the Nation’s leading law firms and seek to cow every other firm, large and small, into
submission. On the basis of vague and unsubstantiated allegations, the Executive Order subjects
an entire firm, as well as its clients and personnel, to draconian punishment—including the
revocation of its attorneys’ security clearances, the potential loss of clients that contract with the
United States, and denial of access to federal buildings and facilities. Such disabilities would
threaten the survival of any law firm.

2. The looming threat posed by the Executive Order at issue in this case and the others
like it is not lost on anyone practicing law in this country today: any controversial representation
challenging actions of the current administration (or even causes it disfavors) now brings with it
the risk of devastating retaliation. Whatever short-term advantage an administration may gain
from exercising power in this way, the rule of law cannot long endure in the climate of fear that
such actions create. Our adversarial system depends upon zealous advocates litigating each side
of a case with equal vigor; that is how impartial judges arrive at just, informed decisions that
vindicate the rule of law. See Legal Services Corp. v. Velazquez, 531 U.S. 533, 545 (2001) (“An
informed, independent judiciary presumes an informed, independent bar.”). In the same vein, it
is a deeply held principle of the legal profession that everyone, no matter their actions or beliefs,
is entitled to zealous advocacy on their behalf. See Martinez v. Ryan, 566 U.S. 1, 12 (2012)
(“[T]he right to counsel is the foundation for our adversary system.”). The principle is so deeply
ingrained that lawyers—going back to John Adams’ defense of eight British soldiers who
perpetrated the Boston Massacre of 1770—consider it a core part of their professional obligation

to take on representation of clients with whom they disagree, even vehemently. Indeed, the
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“courage” of attorneys who take on unpopular clients has long “made lawyerdom proud.”
Sacher v. United States, 343 U.S. 1, 4 (1952).

The work done by amici, and other firms like them, is indispensable to the success of our
system. Many advocate for the interests of the Nation’s leading business and financial
institutions, which depend on the stability of the rule of law in order to thrive economically.
Others advocate for the interests of small businesses, nonprofit organizations, consumers,
workers and other individuals, and likewise depend on the impartial administration of justice to
advance their clients’ objectives. Individuals at these firms hold a wide range of political, social
and economic views—even with respect to the representations attacked in the executive orders.
But despite those differences amici are united in their support for the integrity of the adversarial
system and the rule of law.

3. The role of amici and firms like them is particularly important when a law firm
represents a client challenging the actions of a president or his administration, Republican or
Democratic. Checking federal government overreach, whether it be infringements on religious
liberty, assaults on the freedom of the press, or burdensome regulation, is a vital part of what
amici and others like them are called to do. By definition, such litigation brings lawyers into
conflict with the policies and objectives of the Executive Branch.

Since the Court entered its Temporary Restraining Order in the Perkins Coie case, the
Administration has redoubled its threats of retaliation against the legal profession. In that regard,
the express targeting of law firm pro bono efforts in the four most recent executive orders,
including in the executive order against WilmerHale at issue in this case—which alleged that the
firm has “abused its pro bono practice to engage in activities that undermine justice and the

interests of the United States”—is cause for particularly acute concern. WilmerHale Order, § 1.
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For our system of justice to operate, members of the bar must be free to advocate zealously for
all their clients, large and small, rich and poor, without fear of retribution. They must be free, in
the words of Chief Justice Marshall, to defend “the right of every individual to claim the
protection of the laws.” Marbury v. Madison, 5 U.S. 137, 163 (1803). Without such zealous
advocacy, there is no prospect of equal justice under law.

4. History offers indelible reminders of the perils associated with governmental intrusion
into the autonomy of the legal system and with political retribution aimed at lawyers thought to
stand in the way of a regime’s political objectives. In too many countries and instances to name,
regimes have disbarred, prosecuted and jailed lawyers who dared to represent opposition figures
or challenge government actions, with predictable results for the rule of law and the integrity of
the legal profession.

Fortunately, such abuses have been rare in our country’s history. Over the past two
decades alone, elite law firms have represented clients seeking to invalidate major presidential
initiatives, from the Military Commissions Act of 2006* to the Affordable Care Act’ and the
Dodd-Frank Act.® Until now, it would have been inconceivable that a law firm would risk
punitive retribution from the federal government for undertaking representations of this kind.
And when state or local governments have attempted to wield the threat of official retribution to
deter entities from advocating for what they believe, the Supreme Court has condemned such
actions in clear and decisive terms. E.g. National Rifle Ass'n v. Vullo, 602 U.S. 175, 189 (2024)

(“[TThe First Amendment prohibits government officials from relying on the threat of invoking

* Boumediene v. Bush, 553 U.S. 723 (2008).
5> NFIB v. Sebelius, 567 U.S. 519 (2012).

6 Seila Law LLC v. Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, 591 U.S. 197 (2020); Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau v. Community Financial Services Ass’n, 601 U.S. 416 (2024).

4
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legal sanctions and other means of coercion ... to achieve the suppression of disfavored speech.”
(citation omitted)). But that proud tradition is in jeopardy. Unless the judiciary acts decisively
now, what was once beyond the pale will in short order become a stark reality. Corporations and
individuals alike will risk losing their right to be represented by the law firms of their choice and
a profound chill will be cast over the First Amendment right to petition the courts for redress.

5. Like every lawyer, the members of the amicus law firms have sworn an oath to uphold
the Constitution and to discharge the obligations of the profession to the best of our ability. That
oath obligates all of us, no matter our political views, to be faithful custodians of our Nation’s
commitment to the rule of law—a commitment that has made it possible for this Nation’s
corporations to lead the world in innovation and productivity; for our scientists, scholars and
creative artists to contribute so much to human progress; and for all of us to know that we can
turn to the courts to vindicate our fundamental civil rights. We therefore feel a special
responsibility to stand up now to the unprecedented threat posed by the Executive Order at issue
in this case and the others like it.

CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, this Court should grant the motion for summary judgment.
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Larsen Walters PLLC

Lasher Holzapfel Sperry & Ebberson PLLC
Lauren H. Berkowitz, Attorney at Law, PLLC
Law Forward, Inc.

Law Office of Alexis Haller, P.C.

Law Office of Anne Garrett PC

Law Office of Annette Newman PLLC
Law Office of Anya Goldstein

Law Office of Chun T. Wright, PLLC
Law Office of Dan Roth

Law Office of Darlene Bagley Comstedt
Law Office of Diane K. Vaillancourt
Law Office of Elisabeth Ames

Law Office of Elizabeth Kelley

Law Office of Gail Shifman

Law Office of Gerry Weber, LLC

Law Office of Harris Taback

Law Office of Ihsan Dogramaci PLLC
Law Office of Janet L. Brewer

Law Office of Jeffrey R. Boxer

Law Office of John A. Strait

Law Office of John D. Cline

Law Office of Lewis Chimes

Law Office of Lisa C. Lambert

Law Office of M. Suzanne Molley
Law Office of Mark S. Mishler, P.C.
Law Office of Matthew Stiegler

Law Office of Michael Lumer

Law Office of Nanci Clarence

Law Office of Peter J. Heflin

Law Office of Rebecca E. Ary

Law Office of Richard E. Johnson
Law Office of Richard J. Davis

Law Office of Sara Azari

Law Office of Stephen Chahn Lee, LLC
Law Office of Susan F. Zinder, PLLC
Law Office of Susan Mindenbergs
Law Office of Timothy Black

Law Offices of Alex J. Higgins

Law Offices of Andrew Marks PLLC
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Law Offices of Arlan A. Cohen

Law Offices of Arthur Thomas Donato
Law Offices of Brett D. Colacurcio

Law Offices of Clemente Franco, APC
Law Offices of David M. Zeff

Law Offices of David P. Sheldon, PLLC
Law Offices of Deborah LaBelle

Law Offices of Dena Alo-Colbeck

Law Offices of Donald V. Smiley, APC
Law Offices of Evan A. Jenness

Law Offices of Greg Rosenfeld, P.A.
Law Offices of Gregory S. Smith

Law Offices of Johanna J. Raimond Ltd.
Law Offices of Jonathan G Stein

Law Offices of Joseph M. McMullen
Law Offices of Julia S. Gold

Law Offices of Karen A. Klein

Law Offices of Laurel Stuart-Fink, PLLC
Law Offices of Mark P. Zimmett

Law Offices of Melissa A. Weinberger
Law Offices of Michael R. Marrinan
Law Offices of Paul Weich

Law Offices of Richard E. Grayson
Law Offices of Richard M. Steingard
Law Offices of Robert D. Richman LLC
Law Offices of Scot D. Bernstein, A Professional Corporation
Law Offices of Steven B. Piser

Law Offices of Thomas C. Willcox

Law Offices of Thomas S. Salinger, A.P.C.
Law Offices of Thomas Schneck
LeGrand Law PLLC

Leichtman Law PLLC

Lenzo & Reis, LLC

Lerch, Early & Brewer

Leung Law PLLC

LeVan Law LLC

Leventhal Puga Braley PC

Levi Merrithew Horst PC

Levin & Perconti

Levin Sedran & Berman LLP

Levine Lee LLP

Levy Ratner, P.C.

Lewis & Lin, LLC

Lewis Baach Kaufmann Middlemiss PLLC
Lex Lumina LLP

Libby Hoopes Brooks & Mulvey, P.C.
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Liedel Law Group

Lieff Cabraser Heimann & Bernstein, LLP
Lisa Cahill PLLC

Littlepage Booth

Livelihood Law, LLC

Lockridge Grindal Nauen PLLP

Loevy & Loevy

Loftus & Eisenberg, Ltd.

Lohr Law Office LLC

Long & Levit LLP

Louis P. Pfeffer, P.A.

LoVerde Law, LLC

Lowrey Parady Lebsack & DeFazio, LLC
Luby Law & Mediation Services, PLLC
Lynn Pinker Hurst & Schwegmann
MacDonald Hoague & Bayless
Manatt, Phelps & Phillips, LLP
Mancini Shenk LLP

Marino & Weiss, P.C.

Marino, Tortorella & Boyle, P.C.

Mark E. Strickland, Attorney at Law
Markowitz Herbold PC

Marshall & Saunders, P.S.

Marziani, Stevens & Gonzalez PLLC
Maslon LLP

Massey & Gail LLP

Mattieson Law, PLC

McCandlish Holton, PC

McCurdy & Eichstadt, P.C.

McDowell Rackner Gibson PC
McGillivary Steele Elkin LLP
McGuinn, Hillsman & Palefsky
McHugh Law, PLLC

McKenzie Scott PC

McLane Middleton

McLane, Bednarski & Litt, LLP
McNaul Ebel Nawrot & Helgren PLLC
Mehri & Skalet, PLLC

Melnik Legal PLLC

Meyers Nave

MGL LLP

Michael A Jacobson, PS Inc.

Michael Bobseine, Esq., Attorney at Law
Michael Broad

Michael P. Brodsky, Attorney at Law
Michelle N. DeLong, PLLC

11
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Miller Korzenik Sommers Rayman LLP
Miller Law LLC

Miller Nash LLP

Miller Shakman Levine & Feldman LLP
Miller, Miller & Canby

Miner Barnhill & Galland, PC

Monahan Law Group, LLC

Monchamp Meldrum LLP

Morvillo Abramowitz Grand lason & Anello PC
Moses & Moses, P.C.

Moskowitz Colson Ginsberg & Schulman
Motley Rice LLC

Moya Law Firm

MSB Employment Justice

Mullen Law Firm

Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP

Munley Law PC

Munro Law LLC

Muth Atwood PLLC

Nace Law Group

Nachawati Law Group PLLC

Nathan A. Fluter, PPLC

Nathan A. Holcomb Esq., PC

Neal, Gerber & Eisenberg LLP

Neill Schwerin Boxerman, P.C.

Nelson & Fraenkel LLP

Nelson Defense Group

Neufeld Scheck Brustin Hoffmann & Freudenberger, LLP
Newman McNulty

Nichols Kaster, PLLP

Nolan Heimann LLP

Northern Justice Project, LLC

Odin Law and Media

Ogborn Mihm, LLP

Olson Grimsley Kawanabe Hinchcliff & Murray LLC
Olson Remcho LLP

O'Malley & Madden, P.C.

Orange Law Offices, P.C.

Orchard Ridge Advisory LLC

Orsus Gate LLP

Outten & Golden LLP

Pacific Northwest Law LLP

Pacifica Law Group LLP

Pahlke Law, LLC

PalmerMediation LLC

Paradigm Counsel LLP
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Paradise Law Group, PC

Parker Lipman LLP

Parker Pohl LLP

Pashman Stein Walder Hayden, P.C.
Patrick Doerr LLP

Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler LLP
Patterson Harkavy LLP

Paul H. Stevenson Law Offices
Peiffer Wolf Carr Kane Conway & Wise, LLP
Pelosi Wolf Spates LLP

Perdue & Kidd LLP

Perkins Coie LLP

Persyn Law & Policy

Peter L. Conway, P.C.

Peter Romer-Friedman Law PLLC
Petrillo Klein + Boxer LLP

Pfeiffer Rudolf LLC

Phillips & Paolicelli, LLP

Pierson Ferdinand LLP

Pines Bach LLP

Pitt McGehee Palmer Bonanni & Rivers P.C.
Plata Law Group LLC

Podhurst Orseck, P.A.

Pope McGlamry, P.C.

Price Law, LLC

Pullman & Comley LLC

Purchase, George & Murphey, P.C.
Quadra & Coll, LLP

Queen Saenz + Schutz PLLC

Qureshi Law PC

Rafferty Domnick Cunningham Yaffa
Rathod Mohamedbhai LL.C

Reeves & Brightwell LLP

REH Legal

Reitler Kailas & Rosenblatt LLP
Rekhi & Wolk, P.S.

Relman Colfax PLLC

Richard LaFond P.C.

Richards Carrington, LLC
Richardson Thomas, LLC

Rights & Liberties Law Firm

Riley Safer Holmes & Cancila, LLP
Ringstrom DeKrey PLLP

RisCassi & Davis, P.C.

Ritz Clark & Ben-Asher LLP
Riverside Northwest Law Group, PLLC

13
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Riviera Law and Mediation

Rizio, Lipinsky, Heiting PC

Robb & Robb LLC

Robbins LLP

Roberson & Roberson P.A.

Robert A. Cole, Attorney at Law

Robert Pahlke Law Group

Roberts Disability Law, P.C.

Robin Potter & Associates, P.C.

Rogers Joseph O’Donnell P.C.
Romanucci & Blandin, LLC

Rosen Bien Galvan & Grunfeld LLP
Rosenberg Martin Greenberg, LLP
Rosenwein Law Group

Rosing Pott & Strohbehn

Roxanne Conlin & Associates, P.C.
Rudy, Exelrod, Zieff & Lowe, LLP

Ruiz & Smart LLP

Russ Perisho, PLLC

Russell & Woofter LLC

Salahi PC

Sall Spencer Callas & Krueger, ALC
Salvatore Prescott Porter & Porter, PLLC
Salvi, Schostok & Pritchard P.C.
Sanderford & Carroll, PC

Sandler Reiff Lamb Rosenstein & Birkenstock, PC
Sanger, Hanley, Sanger & Avila, LLP
Sarafa Law PLLC

Sarah Lewerenz, Attorney at Law

Sari Laitinen, US Legal Counsel

Scale LLP

Schindler Cohen & Hochman LLP
Schonbrun Seplow Harris Hoffman & Zeldes, LLP
Schroeter, Goldmark & Bender, P.S.
Schwabe, Williamson & Wyatt, P.C.
Scott A. Korenbaum, Esq.

Searcy Denney Scarola Barnhart & Shipley, P.A.
Sebago Injury Law

Seeskin Law LLC

Segal & Amos, PLLC

Segal & Laska, LLC

Selendy Gay PLLC

Selzer Gurvitch Rabin Wertheimer & Polott, P.C.
Sentner Safran LLP

Sercarz & Riopelle, LLP

Serpe LLC

14
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Shades of Gray Law Group, P.C.
Shaheen & Gordon, P.A.

Sharp Law Firm, P.A.

Shartsis Friese LLP

Sher Edling LLP

Sher Tremonte LLP

Sherin and Lodgen LLP

Shinder Cantor Lerner LLP

Shipman & Goodwin LLP

Shishido Taren Goldsworthy PLLC
Shreefer Law Firm, LLC

Shulman Rogers

Shute, Mihaly & Weinberger LLP
Sideman & Bancroft LLP

Silver Golub & Teitell LLP

Singleton Schreiber LLP

Sitara Human Rights Law

Skikos, Crawford, Skikos & Joseph LLP
SL Phillips Law PLLC

Slager Madry LLC

Slarskey LLC

Slater Legal PLLC

Slaton Roebuck, PLLC

Smith & Marjanovic Law, LLC

Smith LaCien LLP

Smith Mullin, P.C.

Smith Partners PLLP

Smoot law Firm PC

Sniderman Law

Solomon Appeals, Mediation & Arbitration
Solow, PLLC

Sommerman, McCaffity, Quesada & Geisler, LLP
Spark Justice Law LLC

Spear Wilderman, P.C.

Spera Law Group, LLC

Sperling Kenny Nachwalter, LLC
Spertus, Landes & Josephs, LLP
Spiegel & McDiarmid LLP

SpyHop Law PLLC

Stapleton Segal Cochran LLC

Stark & Stark PC

Stearns Weaver Miller

Stenberg Law, PLLC

Sterne, Kessler, Goldstein & Fox PLLC
Steven Toff Law & Consulting, PLLC
Steven Williams Law, P.C.

15
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Stoel Rives LLP

Stoll Berne Lokting & Shlachter P.C.
Strehorn, Ryan & Hoose

Stueve Siegel Hanson LLP

Stulberg & Walsh, LLP

Summit Law Group, PLLC

Sunstein LLP

Susman Godfrey LLP

Tabet DiVito & Rothstein LLC

Tabitha Myers Law PLLC (Midtown Law)
Tatro & Lopez, LLP

Taus, Cebulash & Landau, LLP

TCamp PLLC

Terance P. Perry & Associates

Teresa Joppa, Attorney at Law

Terrell Marshall Law Group PLLC

Terris, Pravlik & Millian, LLP

Teske Law, PLLC

The Advani Law Firm

The Avanzado Law Firm, APLC

The Banks Law Firm, P.A.

The Basile Law Firm

The Coopersmith Law Firm, LLP

The deRubertis Law Firm, APC

The Employment Law Group, PC

The Fernandez Firm, PL

The Fierberg National Law Group, PLLC
The Flood Law Firm LLC

The Haggard Law Firm

The Josh Greenberg Law Firm PLLC

The Krudys Law Firm, PLC

The Law Office of Barry M. Wolf

The Law Office of Christopher M. Goodman PLLC
The Law Office of Christy O'Connor

The Law Office of Deborah M. Golden (Golden Law)
The Law Office of EJ Hurst II

The Law Office of Marlo P. Cadeddu, P.C.
The Law Office of Stephen Wade Nebgen, PLLC
The Law Office of William Hornsby

The Law Offices of Eric J. Moutz, LLC
The Law Offices of John Burton

The Law Offices of Peter Swarth

The Law Offices of Seth P. Chazin

The Maddox Firm LLC

The Noble Law Firm

The Norton Law Firm PC
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The Paer Law Group, APC

The Prinz Law Firm, P.C.

The Ringler Law Firm

The Rossman Firm LLC

The Ryder Law Firm, LLC

The Schaps Law Office, A.P.C.

The Seltzer Law Firm

The Soto Law Office, LLC

The Spiggle Law Firm

The Villegas Law Firm, APC

Thede Culpepper Moore Munro & Silliman LLP
Thomas D. Walker, Attorney at Law
Thomas Gratz, Attorney at Law
Thomas Law LLC

Tim Lyons Law, PLLC

Tin Fulton Walker & Owen, PLLC
Todd & Weld LLP

Tonkon Torp LLP

Torgan Cooper & Aaron

Trine Law Firm LLC

Trister, Ross, Schadler & Gold, PLLC
Tymann, Davis & Duffy LLP

Untiedt Dabdoub, PLLC

Valentine Austriaco & Bueschel, P.C.
Van Kampen Law, PC

Vanaman German LLP

Victor M. Glasberg & Associates

VII & IX, A Professional Law Corporation
Vinick Hyams LLP

Visible Law LLC

Vladeck, Raskin & Clark, PC

Vodde IP, PLLC

Volin Employment Law, PLLC
Walden Macht Haran & Williams LLP
Walkup Melodia Kelly & Schoenberger
Wallen Law PC

Walsh Woodard LLC

Wang Hecker LLP

Warren J. Perlove, Attorney at Law
Washington Employment Benefits Advocates, PLLC
Waters Kraus Paul & Siegel
Waymaker LLP

Weddle Law PLLC

Weissman & Mintz LLC

Weitz & Luxenberg, P.C.

Welsh & Recker, P.C.
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Whistleblower Partners LLP
White & Stradley, PLLC
Wiggin and Dana LLP
Wilkinson Stekloff

Willenson Law, LLC

William D. Shapiro Law, Inc.
Williams & Connolly LLP
Williams Oinonen LLC

Wilson Turner Kosmo LLP
Win on the Papers LLC

Windy City Trial Group
Winebrake & Santillo, LLC
Wisniewski & Associates, LLC
Wocl Leydon LLC

Wolf & Oxley PLLC
Woodside Counsel, P.C.
Work/Environment Law Group
Yetter Coleman LLP

Yow PC

Zalkind Duncan & Bernstein LLP
Zimmer, Citron & Clarke LLP
Zimmerman Reed LLP

Zitrin Law Office

Zucker Law Group LLP
Zukerman Gore Brandeis & Crossman, LLP
ZVMLaw PLLC

ZwillGen PLLC
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